Chinese Bedroom (13)

This bedroom is connected to the

Blue Bedroom by double doors and is
decorated with a modern reproduction
of a hand-painted Chinese wallpaper.
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Moorish Staircase (14)

Based on Moorish architecture,

this provides a major staircase in an
awkwardly shaped building. It is carved
with naturalistic foliage and small
animal details.

Picture Gallery Wing (15)

This was built during the early 19th
century building programme carried out
by the architect William Robertson and
was constructed on earlier foundations.
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Marble Fireplace (16)

Made of Cararra marble and designed
by J. H. Pollen in a quasi-medieval
style with foliage carving attributed to
Charles Harrison.
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Chinese Withdrawing Room (1)

This room was reinstated to its original
1830s decorative order in the 1990s.
The walls still have some original
sections of hand painted Chinese
wallpaper from 1810. Social etiquette
of the 19th century prescribed that
ladies withdrew to the withdrawing
room after dinner, while the gentlemen
indulged in unladylike habits of cigar
smoking and drinking port and brandy.

State Dining Room (2)

This was the formal dining room of

the Castle until the1860s when it
became the billiard room. The house of
noblemen commonly had two dining
rooms, one for formal occasions and
one for every day use.

Entrance Hall (3)

There has been an entrance hall here at
least since the 17th century rebuilding
of the castle. The north doorway
through the massive curtain wall was
remodelled on two occasions in the
19th century. The black and white
stone floor is laid with Kilkenny Black
Marble and sandstone, and is thought
to date to the 19th century.

Grand Staircase (4)

This 19th century mahogany staircase
was designed and made by the local
firm of R. Furniss and Son, in Kilkenny.
It leads to the Tapestry Room, then
turns to give access to the first floor.




